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Sermon 

Easter Day is the most important day in the Christian faith. More significant even 

than Christmas despite all the amazing presents! If Christianity were a house, 

Easter would be the foundation stone on which everything else is built. 

But why? Why is this incredible story about Jesus being brought back to life after 

being executed by the Roman and Jewish leaders so central to Christianity?  

I wonder, if I asked you to turn to the person sitting next to you and talk about 

what difference it makes that God raised Jesus from the dead, what do you think 

you would say? Does something immediately come into your head? Is Jesus 

coming back to life something that’s important to your faith? 

It’s not a trick question, and I’m not trying to embarrass anyone. Holy Saints, 

and theologians with enormous brains have tried to figure this out for two 

thousand years and they certainly don’t all agree. 

It’s a bit like that old story about a group of blindfolded people who’ve never 

seen an elephant, touching different parts of its body and trying to describe what 

it looks like. If you only ever touch the trunk, you’ll imagine a very different sort 

of animal than if you touch a leg, or a tusk, or the tail. Only by bringing everyone’s 

experience together can we really grasp what this elephant is. 

It's the same with Easter. No one completely understands the Resurrection 

because everyone sees it from a different angle, with different hopes and dreams. 

For a start, the world today is very different from two thousand years ago. 

We’ve got computers, schools, hospitals, tv, space rockets, instant 



communications on the internet, artificial intelligence. We’ve also got global 

warming, environmental damage, pandemics, and brutal and cruel wars to worry 

about. So why should we care if Jesus came back to life two thousand years ago? 

Don’t we have more pressing concerns?  

At this point, I feel like I’m about to go into a Monty Python sketch: “What did 

Easter ever do for us?!” Well, let’s see.  

Firstly, for many early followers of Jesus, the entire point of God raising Jesus 

from the dead was to prove that Jesus was indeed the Son of God. So, Easter is 

God’s seal of approval on everything he said and did.  

Secondly, Jesus also made another claim that was proven true at that first Easter 

– that God has promised new life after death, not just for Jesus but also for the 

rest of us.  

Two thousand years ago, physical life after death was a relatively new idea. You 

won’t find much if any reference to it in the Old Testament. The new religious 

group called the Pharisees believed in it, but their rivals, the Sadducees, didn’t. 

That’s why they were sad, you see… 

Anyway, this meant that when Jesus came back to life with a new body that could 

eat and drink and wasn’t just a ghost, he clearly showed that death is not the 

end.  

For us modern scientific types, this may be very hard to believe, but for many 

early believers, this was what they most longed for. Their lives were often 

painful, difficult, and short. Many were slaves and had no life or freedom of their 

own. Women, also, had very little power, and often died in childbirth. Even the 

men had to struggle to eat, and they were living under Roman occupation, so 

again had little freedom of their own. They may have been hoping that Jesus 

would lead a great rebellion, but when he was executed and then raised from 

the dead, many realised that something more important was on offer – a promise 



from God that this present life of struggle was not the end, but that something 

better was to come. 

This is perhaps why belief in Jesus became so popular among slaves, the poor, 

and the oppressed, and people who were rejected and outcast by society. It gave 

them hope and community. The rich and powerful already felt like they’d been 

blessed by God, but now the people at the bottom of society could feel like they 

were the true kings and queens. Jesus said, ‘the first shall be last and the last shall 

be first’, and hadn’t he just proved it by coming back from the dead? 

So, if the first message of Easter is that God is real and Jesus is God’s Son, and if 

the second message is that death is not the end of our lives, then the third 

message of Easter is that God is always ahead of us in finding ways to include 

more people in his family of love. No longer do people have to be born into the 

right family or the right country or have the right skin colour or gender to be 

considered important in God’s sight.  

You may be starting to see a pattern here. God is always more inclusive than we 

expect. Whatever we believe to be true about God, God says ‘yes, but also this 

as well’. Whomever we believe can be included, God says, ‘yes, but also these 

others, I love them too’. Through Easter, God reaches into our darkest and 

saddest and most insecure places and says, ‘do not be afraid; you also are 

included, you also belong. Yes, even you.’  

The Easter community of Christians is a community whose members have heard 

Jesus calling their name, or who are longing to hear Jesus calling their name. 

Perhaps we are all like Mary Magdalene, alone and panicked at the empty tomb 

because someone had stolen Jesus’ body when that was all she had left of the 

man whose unexpected kindness had changed her life.  

Mary was on the edge of society, an outcast. But God is always drawn to the 

rejected and so it’s no surprise that the risen Jesus reserves his first appearance 



for Mary. He says her name and she is immediately transformed because of the 

unconditional unending love of the one who created her. Easter means that Jesus 

joins the people who had been pushed out to the edge by society, and he makes 

them the centre of everything. 

Because of this experience, Mary can never be excluded again. You can’t tell 

someone who has experienced God’s unconditional love that they’re wrong, 

that they don’t believe the right things, that they don’t really belong. Mary has 

heard the risen Jesus speak her name. She knows without a shadow of doubt 

that she is loved. It immediately triggers a new life in her. All her doubts are 

forgotten. Resurrection spreads from heart to heart.  

Easter never loses its power to catch us by surprise and transform our lives. 

Wherever we think the boundaries are, whatever we think is possible or 

impossible, the Holy Spirit is always calling us excitedly to keep up, to join in, to 

learn the dance of unconditional love, unconditional forgiveness, unconditional 

welcome. Easter teaches us that there are no boundaries for love. Not even 

death. And it will continue to teach us this, in new ways every year, until we 

hear those gentle words for ourselves – “Why are you weeping?” and our hearts 

leap for joy. 


