Daily Bread

Feria of 1st Week of Christmas 
Monday, 29th December
1 John 2: 7-11; 
Luke 2: 22-35
Tuesday, 30th December
1 John 2: 12-17; 
Luke 2: 36-40
Wednesday, 31st December
1 John 2: 18-21; 
John 1: 1-18
Thursday, 1st January
Galatians 4: 4-7;  
Luke 2: 15-21
Friday, 2nd January
1 John 1: 22-29; 
John 1: 19-28
Saturday, 3rd January
1 John 3: 1-6; 
John 1: 29-34 
Sunday, 4th January
2nd Sunday after Christmas    
Jeremiah 31: 7-14; Ps 147: 12-20;
Ephesians 1: 3-14; John 1  10-18                                                             
Eucharist (St John’s Church), 10.30am.
Announcements

Next Sunday, 4 January: There will be a 1982 Eucharist at St John’s Church at 10.30am (no service at St Serf’s). All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer will be livestreamed at 9am on Facebook on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

Days off: Revd Tess takes Thursday and Friday as days off.

Intercessions

Please pray for healing and comfort for:

Dorotheea, David, Elizabeth, Valerie, George, Ina, Betty, Liz, Harry John, Danut, Mihaela, Janet, John, Christine, Jeremy, Michael, John, Henryk, Annie, Deirdre, Sheila, Margaret and Ronnie.

Faithful departed anniversaries:

Elizabeth Blackwood and Harry Hannah.



Priest-in-Charge: Reverend Tess Lowe
Email: priest@eastendepiscopal.org.uk

Office telephone: 0141 778 4392. 

Pastoral Assistant: Mrs Maureen Langford

Telephone: 07840 694057

Team Administrator: Miss Trudy Hill
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GLASGOW EAST END EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
(Incorporating St John’s, Baillieston; St Kentigern’s, Dennistoun and St Serf’s, Shettleston)
1st Sunday after Christmas 
28th December 2025
Welcome to our church for this Sunday’s service; do stay for tea or coffee afterwards, we look forward to meeting you. If the morning service is the celebration of the Eucharist, all are welcome to make their communion here. Or if you prefer to receive a blessing, please come forward to the rail with arms by your sides.

Collect

O God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our Saviour, so we may with confidence behold him as he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
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Lectionary

 Isaiah 63: 7-9 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the great favour to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, ‘Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely’; and he became their saviour in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Psalm 148

R Praise, O praise the name of the Lord.

1 Alleluia! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights.

2 Praise him, all you angels of his;

praise him, all his host.

3 Praise him, sun and moon;

praise him, all you shining stars. 

R

4 Praise him, heaven of heavens,

and you waters above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord; for he commanded and they were created.

6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 

R

7 Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea-monsters and all deeps;

8 Fire and hail, snow and fog,

tempestuous wind, doing his will;

9 Mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars; 

R

10 Wild beasts and all cattle,

creeping things and winged birds;

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the world;

12 Young men and maidens,

old and young together. 

R

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name only is exalted,

his splendour is over earth and heaven.

14 He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near him.

Alleluia! 

R Praise, O praise the name of the Lord.

Hebrews 2: 10-18
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings.  For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, ‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.’ And again, ‘I will put my trust in him.’ And again, ‘Here am I and the children whom God has given me.’ Since the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

Matthew 2: 13-23
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’

Post Communion
Source of truth and joy, may we who have received the gift of divine life always follow the way of your Son. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
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Reflection

Lord of the family, you did not shrink from becoming brother to us all,

so that we might share in your divine nature.

You liberated those who all their life had been in servitude, 

through fear of death.

By passing through the test of suffering, you are able to help those in the midst of suffering,

as the pioneer of their salvation.

Even when your people rebelled, 

you trusted them as children not to play you false, 

and by your tenderness,

and many acts of faithful love,

you delivered them in their troubles.

Kings and commoners praise your name, old and young together,

for you have exalted their souls,

in the pride of your power.

By that same power bind together our families with your brotherly love, and nurture and tutor our faith and hope.

Weave into our worship the significance of the flight into Egypt, 

the massacre of the innocents,

the return to Israel,

and the settlement in Nazareth.

Bless us all - the family of your Church for and ever. Amen.

Adapted from ‘Lord for all Seasons’ by Ted Burge.

